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The United Nations (UN)

The UN is one place 
where the world's nations can 

gather together, discuss common problems
and find shared solutions.

The UN is an international organization founded in 
1945. Currently made up of 193 Member States, the UN 
and its work are guided by the purposes and principles 
contained in its founding Charter.
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https://www.un.org/en/about-us/member-states
https://www.un.org/en/our-work
https://www.un.org/en/our-work
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter


The Governance of the UN (Six Main Organs)
1. General Assembly (GA)
• 193 members - equal 

representation
• Oversees the UN’s budget
• Appoints the non-permanent 

members to the Security 
Council

• Receives and considers reports 
from other parts of the UN

• Provide mandates (GA 
resolutions)

• President elected yearly

2. Security Council (UNSC)
• 15 Member States (5 permanent 

& 10 non-permanent)
• Veto power for permanent 

members 
• Maintenance of international 

peace and security
• Establishment of peacekeeping 

operations & international 
sanctions 

• Authorization of military action
• Presidency rotates every month 



The Governance – Six Main Organs (Cont’d)

3. Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC)
• 54 members – elected by secret 

ballot – 3 years term 
• Geographical Balance
• Central forum for discussing 

international economic and social 
issues, and formulating policy 
recommendations to member states 
and the UN System

4. The Secretariat
• Headed by the Secretary-General: 

Provides studies, information, and 
facilities needed by UN bodies for 
their meetings 

• Carries out tasks as directed by the 
UNSC, the General Assembly, the 
ECOSOC other U.N. bodies 

5. International Court of Justice (ICJ)
• Settle legal disputes submitted to 

it by states 
• Provide advisory opinions on 

legal questions submitted to it by 
duly authorized international 
organs, agencies, and the UN 
General Assembly

6. Trusteeship Council
• Trust Territories - administered in 

the interest of international 
peace & security

• Mandates of the League of 
Nations or derived from World 
War II

• Made up of the 5 permanent 
members of the UNSC

• Suspended its operations in 
November 1994 after all Trust 
Territories became either 
attained self-government or 
independence
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The General Assembly – Six Main Committees

1. First Committee (Disarmament & International Security)
2. Second Committee (Economic & Financial)
3. Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian & Cultural)
4. Fourth Committee (Special Political & Decolonization)
5. Fifth Committee (Administrative & Budgetary)
6. Sixth Committee (Legal)

The General Assembly has subsidiary organs
qAdvisory Committees
qCommittees and Commissions 
qBoards, Councils, Panels and Working Groups, etc.
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Subsidiary Organ of the GA: The Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ)

The ACABQ
qExpert Committee of the GA 
q21 members elected by the GA in their personal capacity for 3 years
qBroad geographical representation
qChair & Vice-Chair elected by its Members

Functions
qExamine and report to the GA on the budget proposals
qAdvise the GA on administrative and budgetary matters
qConsider and report to the GA on the Board of Auditors’ 
reports on the accounts of the United Nations and its funds & 
programmes
qExamine the administrative budgets & proposals for financial 
arrangements of the specialized agencies (UNFRR-Reg. 2.7)
qConcur with the allocation and rotation of the audit work 
among the members of the Board of Auditors
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Accountability System for the UN Secretariat
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Oversight Bodies of the UN Secretariat

I. Board of Auditors (BOA) – GA resolution 74 (I), Article VII – of 
the UNFRR, and the annex to the UNFRR

• External auditors (6-year non-consecutive term)
• Financial Audit: Financial statements
• Managerial Audits: Efficiency of the financial procedures, 

the accounting system, internal financial controls and in 
general the administration and management of the 
organization

• Performance Audit (GA resolution 66/232 B)
• Special requests to the BOA from ACABQ/GA
• http://www.un.org/en/auditors/board/

II. Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) -  GA resolution 31/192 and JIU 
Statute

• External & system wide (11 inspectors with 5-year terms)
• Subsidiary organ of the legislative bodies of its members
• Evaluations 
• Inspections 
• Investigations
• https://www.unjiu.org/en/Pages/default.aspx
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http://www.un.org/en/auditors/board/
https://www.unjiu.org/en/Pages/default.aspx


Oversight Bodies of the UN Secretariat (Cont’d)

III. Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS)
• GA resolution 48/218, UN Financial Regulation 5.15 and 

ST/SGB/2002/7.
• Internal & Operationally independent 

- Reports directly to the SG and the GA
• USG appointed by the SG - Approved by GA 

for 5 years non-renewable
• Audits, Evaluations & Inspections and Investigations
• https://oios.un.org/

IV. Independent Audit Advisory Committee (IAAC)
• GA resolutions 60/248 and 61/275 (5 members with 3-year 

terms)
• Subsidiary body of the GA. Expert advisory capacity to 

assists the GA  to fulfil its oversight responsibilities 
• Oversight on the workplans, budget and activities of OIOS
• Management risk and internal control – Advise the GA
• Financial reporting (Trends in BOA reports & accounting 

policies and disclosure practices)
• http://www.un.org/ga/iaac/
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https://oios.un.org/
http://www.un.org/ga/iaac/


Department of Management Strategy, Policy and Compliance

Coordination Role of BTAD

The Business Transformation and Accountability Division (BTAD) coordinates the 
interactions of the Administration with the oversight bodies by arranging meetings, 
coordinating the Administration’s responses and monitors the implementation of 
oversight bodies recommendations and provides regular updates to the 
Management Committee and to the IAAC.

BTAD coordinates inputs from various UN Secretariat entities and UN Funds and 
Programmes, and prepares reports of the Secretary-General on implementation of 
BOA recommendations that are submitted to the ACABQ and Fifth Committee. 
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Coordination Role of BTAD (Cont’d)

BTAD coordinates written responses to questions by the ACABQ and 
Fifth Committee on the reports of the Secretary-General on 
implementation of the BOA recommendations. 

BTAD also coordinates responses to OIOS and JIU surveys, 
questionnaires, detailed audit results and draft reports.

BTAD performs its coordination role through a network of oversight 
bodies focal points in all UN Secretariat entities and in UN Funds 
and Programmes that report to the General Assembly.



Thank You
Gracias
Merci
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